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Individual Variations in the Nasal Cavity.

As in all parts of the body, so also in the nasal cavity,
we find many individual variations, which, it is true, have
no significance when considered in connection with the
function of the nasal cavity in breathing and smelling,
but become of importance for the part which they play in
speech, as they must considerably influence its resonance.
Some of the peculiarities which we have now to con-
sider are due to difference in age, while others are vari-
ations in the nasal cavities of adults.

If we compare the face of a young child with that of
an adult, we find a very considerable difference in the
relation  of the several parts to  each other.    In the
child's face, for instance, the middle of its elevation
falls between the eyelids; the elevation from the root
of the nose to the chin is therefore equal to the ele-
vation of the forehead, and the lower half of the face
consists of two, roughly speaking, equal parts, the first
being the elevation of the nose and the second the eleva-
tion of the region of the mouth.    In the face of the
adult, on the contrary, we find that the horizontal line
formed by the space between the eyelids divides off the
elevation of the forehead as a third of the face, and that
the second third consists of the elevation of the nose,
and the third of the elevation of the region of the mouth
as far as the chin.

This difference of relation arises from the changes
which the bones of the face undergo during their develop-
ment into the perfect form. With regard to the region
of the mouth, it is clear that the development of the
alveolar processes of the jaws and the appearance of the
teeth must cause a considerable elevation, till at last it
reaches the same height as the region of the forehead.